
      

 

      

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Society of Safety Engineers 
The Oldest National Safety Organization in the United States 
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What’s new with the EC ASSE Chapter? 

Whether you are a prospective or current member of the EC ASSE community, I 
am pleased you are taking this opportunity to learn more about what your 
chapter is up too. At EC ASSE, we are blessed with strong leadership and 
committed members who provide access to important issues and economic 
matters for our region and beyond. The chapter is made up of 21 counties that 
are spread out throughout Eastern North Carolina. Within Greater Eastern North 
Carolina, student members, faculty members, and professional members 
collaborate with leaders in business, education, and government to strengthen 
our region. For instance, through service learning and student organizations, 
students contribute many hours a year in volunteer service. With this said, East 
Carolina Student section is putting on a golf tournament to raise money for a 
scholarship fund honoring the late Jim Kohn. This fund is in honor of an ASSE 
professional member and faculty member of East Carolina University who has 
left a memory that is long and distinguished.  Dr. Jim Kohn was a beloved 
professor and teacher of Safety, but he also was a former President of the EC 
ASSE chapter. He served the Safety community in many forms and has left a big 
footprint for us to follow. I encourage all who can to come out and support our 
student section and for those who cannot attend to please sponsor a hole, 
team or prize. 

The EC chapter has a proud tradition, one that fosters both excellence and 
diversity. If our chapter is not already a part of your life, I hope you will visit us 
and consider joining our community and participating in this tournament. This 
will be a great place to start! 
 

Joseph Wesley Thigpen, President 

252-317-3900 office 252-714-0938 cell 252-754-0871 home 
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Press Release  

Imperial Sugar Provides Update on Savannah 
Refinery Explosion 

SUGAR LAND, Texas--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Feb. 11, 2008--
Imperial Sugar Company (NASDAQ:IPSU) Imperial Sugar 
Company experienced an explosion and fire at its sugar 
refinery in Port Wentworth, Georgia, which is located near 
Savannah, Georgia, the evening of Thursday, February 7, 
2008. A number of associates and contractors were 
injured, and seventeen remain hospitalized at an area burn 
center. There are six confirmed fatalities and two persons 
are as yet unaccounted for as rescue efforts are ongoing. 

John Sheptor, Imperial's president and ceo, said "The 
Imperial family is devastated by this heartbreaking event. 
Our constant thoughts and prayers are with our injured 
coworkers, their families and all our associates. We are 
touched by the level of concern and the outpouring of 
support shown by the local community and are grateful for 
the superb response by the local emergency agencies as 
well as the medical team in Augusta." 

"Currently, we are focusing our efforts on working with 
authorities on the continued rescue efforts, providing all 
available support to those receiving medical attention as 
well as the families of those coworkers who have been 
affected. 

We are in communications with our customers and 
suppliers about the ongoing operations at our Gramercy 
Louisiana refinery, and appreciate their patience and 
understanding." 

The facility is still under the authority of the fire 
department's rescue team during the rescue and recovery 
effort. Upon completion of this effort, agency officials will 
be allowed inside to begin their investigations. The 
Company will provide more information as appropriate. 

  CONTACT:   Imperial Sugar Company 
    Bill Schwer, 281-490-9795 
    Senior VP, Secretary & General Counsel 
 
  SOURCE:   Imperial Sugar Company 
 

UPDATE:  Another worker wounded in the explosion has died at a burn center, bringing the 

death toll to 11.  Fourteen (14) Imperial Sugar Co. workers injured in the explosion remain 

hospitalized -- 12 in critical condition, and two in serious condition.  (AP) 
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The Region VI PDC in Myrtle Beach, SC in September 2008 will be offering a two day 
ARM Review Class as a pre-conference session.  Go to www.asse-region6.org for more 
information.  The following article provides a quick overview of the ARM Designation. 

Each day, your organization faces risks related to corporate governance, cyber-liability, 
terrorism, workers’ compensation, and more.  And ever-increasing regulations and 
litigation only compound these risks.  The Associate in Risk Management (ARM) 
certification (designation) can help safety professionals gain a better understanding of 
insurance, liability, and risk exposures.   

This three part process is sponsored by the American Institute for CPCU and the 
Insurance Institute of America.   Working together, these organizations promote the 
Chartered Property and Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) designation program.  However, 
even as a stand-alone certification, the ARM shows you have knowledge in the field.  The 
tests are eighty-five computer-administered, objective (multiple-choice) questions taken 
within the 2 hour allotted time period. 

The three exams of the ARM are: 

ARM 54—Risk Assessment 
Risk Management Programs; The Risk Management Process; Legal Foundations of 
Liability Loss Exposures; Assessing Property, Liability, Personnel, and Net Income Loss 
Exposures; Management Liability and Corporate Governance; Forecasting; Cash Flow 
Analysis. 

ARM 55—Risk Control 
Controlling Property, Personnel, Liability, and Net Income Loss Exposures; Intellectual 
Property Loss Exposures; Criminal Loss Exposures; Disaster Recovery for Property Loss 
Exposures; Understanding Claim Administration; Fleet Operations Loss Exposures; 
Environmental Loss Exposures; Understanding System Safety; Motivating and Monitoring 
Risk Control Activities. 

ARM 56—Risk Financing 
Insurance as a Risk Financing Technique; Reinsurance and Self-Insurance; Retrospective 
Rating Plans and Captive Insurance Companies; Finite and Integrated Risk Insurance 
Plans; Capital Market Products; Forecasting Accidental Losses; Accounting and Income 
Tax Aspects; Claim Administration; and Allocating Risk Management Costs. 

For those in the public sector, there is a new “add-on” designation for public entities.  
Once you obtain the ARM, the ARM-P designation includes studying additional materials 
in the Risk Management for Public Entities course and passing another test.   
 
Go to http://www.aicpcu.org for information on the ARM designation process and plan 
to attend the ASSE Region VI PDC in Myrtle Beach, SC on September 15-19, 2008.   

Go to www.asse-region6.org for more information on the PDC. 
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Registration Form            Sponsorship Form   Tournament Fact Sheet 

 

The First Annual James P. Kohn Memorial Golf Tournament will be held on April 4th 2008 at Brook Valley Country Club in 

Greenville, NC.  The East Carolina University American Society of Safety Engineers Student Section will be administering 

the event.  Dr. Kohn was a well respected faculty member at East Carolina University and proud supporter of the 

American Society of Safety Engineers.  As you may know, success of the M.S. in Occupational Safety program at ECU is a 

result of Dr. Kohn’s effort and vision.  All proceeds from the tournament will be donated to the ECU James P. Kohn 

Memorial scholarship fund (60%) which assists ECU students and the American Society of Safety Engineers Foundation 

James P. Kohn Scholarship fund (40%) which provides an annual scholarship at the national level.  

 

The (foursome) golf tournament will begin “shotgun style” at 1:00pm with registration starting at 11:00am.  Entry fees 

will include: golf, cart, prizes, and food.  The top teams will receive cash awards.  Additional prizes will also be awarded 

throughout the day!  A local favorite, CPW’s: Fine Food and Spirits, will be providing lunch and a remarkable dinner.   

 

The price per tournament participant is $75 ($300 per team). We will have many individual golfers, and will create teams, 

so please don’t be shy if you don’t have a foursome.  We are also looking for hole sponsorships.  If you are interested in 

having your business, organization or individual name announced on a tournament hole; the contribution minimum is 

$100.  Scholarship funds are handled directly by the East Carolina University Foundation and all donations are fully tax 

deductible.  If you wish to golf, sponsor a hole, or simply make a donation, a tax deduction receipt will be provided to 

you. 

 

We thank you for your support and for considering a contribution to our charity.  Your generosity will continue to impact 

the lives of students, reaping benefits for years to come.  Please forward this email to other friends and alumni of the 

ECU MSOS Program and of Dr. Kohn. For additional information go to www.asse-ec.org/JPKgolf.htm.  

 

Thank you, 

East Carolina University 
American Society of Safety Engineers Student Section 
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Attribution:  CPSC Neighborhood Safety Network Program – For additional information go to www.cpsc.gov.  
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National News Release: 08-162-NAT    Feb. 4, 2008 

Contact: Sharon Worthy   David Sims    Phone: 202-693-4676   202-693-1898 

 

President's fiscal year 2009 budget request for U.S. Department of Labor's OSHA increases federal 

enforcement and compliance assistance efforts 

 
WASHINGTON -- Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupational Safety and Health Edwin G. Foulke Jr. today announced that 
President Bush has requested $501.7 million for the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) in fiscal year 
(FY) 2009. The request represents a boost of nearly $15.7 million over the fiscal year 2008 level. 
 
Foulke explained that the increase will support agency efforts to improve workplace safety and health through compliance 
assistance and enforcement of occupational safety and health regulations and standards. "We are proposing to increase 
resources by more than $11.3 million to support enforcement programs, and $5.2 million to provide compliance 
assistance to employers and employees, especially small businesses," said Foulke. "The president's proposed budget 
provides us the resources we need to continue making a positive impact on workplace safety and health. This budget 
reinforces our balanced approach to employee safety and health - an approach that works." 
 
Since 2001, OSHA has implemented a balanced approach consisting of aggressive enforcement, cooperative programs, 
outreach, education and compliance assistance, which has yielded the lowest workplace fatality and injury and illness rates 
on record. During this same period, the overall fatality rate has dropped by 9 percent, and it has fallen by 22 percent 
among Hispanic employees. 
 
OSHA has plans to conduct 37,700 workplace inspections throughout FY 2009 and will continue to focus its resources on 
the most serious hazards and dangerous workplaces, and on industries with high rates of injuries and illnesses. OSHA's 
Enhanced Enforcement Program focuses on employers who ignore their safety and health obligations, while the agency's 
Local and National Emphasis Programs focus on specific industries or safety and health issues. 

Proposed FY 2009 Budget (Dollars in Millions) 

  FY 2008 FY2009 Change 

Safety and Health Standards $16.6 $17.2 $0.6 

Federal Enforcement 182.7 194.0 11.3 

State Programs 89.5 91.1 1.6 

Technical Support 21.7 22.6 0.9 

Federal Compliance Assistance 71.4 76.6 5.2 

State Consultation Grants 52.4 54.6 2.2 

Training Grants 9.4 0.0 (9.4) 

Safety and Health Statistics 31.5 34.1 2.6 

Executive Direction and Administration 10.8 11.5 0.7 

    Total, OSHA Budget Authority $486.0 $501.7 $15.7 

Full-time Equivalents 2,118 2,165 47 

 
Attribution:  U.S. Department of Labor, OSHA – For more information go to www.osha.gov. 

 



 Page Page Page Page 7777    

East Carolina UniversitEast Carolina UniversitEast Carolina UniversitEast Carolina Universityyyy    
MS, Occupational Safety ProgramMS, Occupational Safety ProgramMS, Occupational Safety ProgramMS, Occupational Safety Program    

 
The Master of Science in Occupational Safety (MSOS) prepares graduates for leadership positions in 
occupational safety and related fields. An academic experience in the design and management of enterprise-
wide safety systems is provided.  The focus of this Program is in the core discipline of occupational safety 
(OS). Foundational principles and overarching academic goals of the MSOS program include ensuring effective 
communications skills, the ability to think critically and problem solving, and to develop applied research 
skills.  The coursework includes analysis of occupational safety and health problems, accompanying problem-
solving and decision making techniques, and the application of established principles of accident prevention, 
control, and reduction in occupational settings.   
 
The overall program goal is to provide the highest quality of academically well trained competent safety 
practitioners for business and industries as well as government and municipalities in Eastern North Carolina 
and globally. Since its foundation in 1994, the program has had about 150 graduates with high placement 
rate within the professional fields identified. The overall program purpose is to continue to satisfy the 
ongoing demand for academically trained and competent occupational health and safety practitioners by 
training highly qualified and skilled graduates capable of assuming the day-to-day responsibilities of safety 
professionals. 
 
The MSOS is offered dually as an on-campus degree and via distance education. Please go to our Program 
website to learn more: http://www.tecs.ecu.edu/tsys/grad/msos/ 
 
Our students are always looking for project sites, internships, and mentorship.  We invite you to consider 
enrolling in our Distance Education program and working with our students and faculty. 
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The Eastern Carolina Chapter Website has finally been updated!!!  Please 
take an opportunity to visit the site at www.asse-ec.org and provide 
comments regarding both content and appearance to Phil Lewis at 
lewisp@ecu.edu.  We want the site to meet the needs and expectations 
of our members so your honest feedback is very important to us.  
Please monitor the site for information regarding upcoming meetings 
and important events.  A listing of Chapter Officers is posted on the site 
as well as a copy of the current bylaws.  Past issues of the Chapter 
Newsletter are also available on the site for review.  Please let us know 
how we can continue to improve the services we provide the 
membership.  We look forward to continued success. 
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