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Salutations! As we gear up for another year! I am looking forward to our first 
meeting in September which will feature longtime safety professional and 
distinguished author Fred Manuele. His experience in safety spans many 
years and he has received numerous honors including induction into The 
Safety and Health Hall of Fame International. 

This virtual meeting will be held through Centra at East Carolina University. 
That’s right, you will not have to leave your homes or offices to take part in 
our first meeting this year (the internet is wonderful). Please take the time to 
review the instructions that are posted in the newsletter along with an email 
that you should receive within the next two to three days on how to sign up 
and PARTICIPATE! 

I invite you to attend this meeting and enjoy the efforts set forth by Dr. Mike 
Behm and his university partners. After the online meeting, I encourage you 
to complete a self-evaluation to compare your intended outcomes with 
actual knowledge gained. You may even want to use this to demonstrate the 
value of your attendance at this and future online events. I believe you will 
find this type of media very fulfilling and educational. I have invited other 
regional and national leaders of our great organization to attend and 
participate in this online event so I need support from our chapter (Eastern 
Carolina) in order to show the effectiveness of this type of meeting. 

It has been a busy summer and fall is closely approaching which brings on 
great opportunities for us to start meeting again and networking as a 
professional group. I hope your summer was fun and eventful. But, it is now 
time to roll up your sleeves and get back to work for our group and 
organization. The ASSE is an important part of our professional lives and I 
am hoping that with your support and dedication that our chapter will 
continue to grow and be rewarding to all its membership. So with that said, I 
hope you will all attend and take advantage of this opportunity to interact 
with such a distinguished guest. 

Joseph Wesley Thigpen, President 

252-317-3900 office 252-714-0938 cell 252-754-0871 home 
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VirtualVirtualVirtualVirtual Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting    

        SSSSpeaker: peaker: peaker: peaker: Fred Manuele    

““““Severe Injury Severe Injury Severe Injury Severe Injury 

PreventionPreventionPreventionPrevention””””    

  Must RSVP via e-mail by 

        September 19  to 

  participate.  See page 

        2 for details.  
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The Eastern Carolina Chapter will hold a web-based ASSE meeting on 
September 29, 2008 from 12:00pm – 1:00pm via East Carolina University’s 
Centra web-meeting program.  
 
Centra is a web-based meeting system that allows users to participate from 
their home/office to hear the meeting and communicate with the group either 
orally and/or via text chat.  Users will need speakers on their computer to 
hear the meeting’s contents and if they wish to speak during the meeting a 
headset with microphone is necessary; text chat is available and questions 
and comments typed will be read to the facilitators for oral comment. During 
the meeting, we will conduct chapter business (i.e., vote in real time on 
pertinent issues) and provide a technical presentation.  The event will be 
archived. 
 
Fred Manuele will be our guest speaker and will discuss “Severe Injury 
Prevention”.  Fred has written several books and Professional Safety papers 
on risk assessment, safety management, incident causation, among other 
topics.  He will speak to us from his office in Chicago, IL.  
 
Members who wish to attend the web-based meeting must RSVP via email to 
Mike Behm at behmm@ecu.edu by Friday September 19 at 12:00 noon.  The 
ECU Distance Learning group will register you with the ECU Centra system 
and will provide you with a username, password, and instructions.  If you 
registered for last year’s meeting with Commissioner Berry, you will use the 
same username and password. Let me know if you forgot yours.  Even if you 
registered for last years’ meetings, I still need an email from you saying you 
want to be registered for this meeting event.  
 
To facilitate the Centra experience for ASSE members we will hold 
introduction/practice sessions so that members are comfortable with Centra; 
this will also ensure that participants have performed the system check to 
ensure adequate access and to make sure their audio and speakers are 
working properly.  We will hold two Centra Practice sessions; one on Friday 
September 26 from 12:00pm – 12:30pm and Monday September 29 from 
9:00 – 9:30am.  All members who register with  Mike (behmm@ecu.edu) to 
sign-up will be automatically registered for both practice sessions and the 
September 29 meeting.  Thanks. 
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National News Release: 08-1018-NAT 
July 25, 2008 
Contact: Office of Communications 
Phone: 202-693-1999  

Federal OSHA issues third largest fine in history following sugar refinery explosion 

 
SAVANNAH, Ga. -- The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) today issued citations 
proposing penalties totaling $8,777,500 against the Imperial Sugar Co. and its two affiliates alleging 
violations at their plants in Port Wentworth, Ga., and Gramercy, La. OSHA initiated the inspections following 
an explosion and fire on Feb. 7, 2008, at the Port Wentworth refinery that claimed the lives of 13 employees 
and hospitalized 40 others. Three employees still remain hospitalized. The proposed penalties against 
Imperial Sugar represent the third largest fine in the history of OSHA. 
 
OSHA's inspections of both facilities found that there were large accumulations of combustible sugar dust in 
workrooms, on electrical motors and on other equipment. The investigation also determined that officials at 
the company were well aware of these conditions, but they took no action reasonably directed at reducing 
the obvious hazards. 
 
"I am outraged that this company would show a complete disregard for its employees' safety by knowingly 
placing them in an extremely dangerous work environment," said Assistant Secretary of Labor for 
Occupational Safety and Health Edwin G. Foulke Jr. He added, "What is even worse is that a month after the 
devastating catastrophe in Port Wentworth that claimed the lives of 13 people, this company had done little 
to ensure abatement of the combustible dust hazards at its other plant. If OSHA investigators had not 
inspected and posted an imminent danger notice regarding areas at the second plant, the same thing could 
have happened again." 
 
OSHA proposed $5,062,000 in penalties for safety violations at the Port Wentworth refinery and $3,715,500 
for safety violations found at the Gramercy refinery. The citations include 108 instances of willful violations 
related to the combustible dust hazard, including the failure to clean up dust and not using appropriate 
equipment or safeguards where combustible dust is present. OSHA also has issued 10 citations for other 
willful violations, 100 citations for serious violations and four citations for other-than-serious safety and 
health violations. 
 
The company has 15 business days to contest the citations and proposed penalties before the independent 
Occupational Safety and Health Review Commission. OSHA's Savannah, Ga., area office staff inspected the 
Port Wentworth site, while the agency's Baton Rouge, La., area office staff inspected the Gramercy, La., 
location. 
 
Under the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, employers are responsible for providing a safe and 
healthy workplace for their employees. OSHA's role is to promote the safety and health of America's working 
men and women by setting and enforcing standards; providing training, outreach and education; 
establishing partnerships; and encouraging continual process improvement in workplace safety and health. 
For more information, visit www.osha.gov. 
 

Attribution:  U.S. Department of Labor OSHA News Release – Go to www.osha.gov for additional information. 
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MS, Occupational Safety ProgramMS, Occupational Safety ProgramMS, Occupational Safety ProgramMS, Occupational Safety Program    
 
The Master of Science in Occupational Safety (MSOS) prepares graduates for leadership positions in 
occupational safety and related fields. An academic experience in the design and management of enterprise-
wide safety systems is provided.  The focus of this Program is in the core discipline of occupational safety 
(OS). Foundational principles and overarching academic goals of the MSOS program include ensuring effective 
communications skills, the ability to think critically and problem solving, and to develop applied research 
skills.  The coursework includes analysis of occupational safety and health problems, accompanying problem-
solving and decision making techniques, and the application of established principles of accident prevention, 
control, and reduction in occupational settings.   
 
The overall program goal is to provide the highest quality of academically well trained competent safety 
practitioners for business and industries as well as government and municipalities in Eastern North Carolina 
and globally. Since its foundation in 1994, the program has had about 150 graduates with high placement 
rate within the professional fields identified. The overall program purpose is to continue to satisfy the 
ongoing demand for academically trained and competent occupational health and safety practitioners by 
training highly qualified and skilled graduates capable of assuming the day-to-day responsibilities of safety 
professionals. 
 
The MSOS is offered dually as an on-campus degree and via distance education. Please go to our Program 
website to learn more: http://www.tecs.ecu.edu/tsys/grad/msos/ 
 
Our students are always looking for project sites, internships, and mentorship.  We invite you to consider 
enrolling in our Distance Education program and working with our students and faculty. 
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The Eastern Carolina Chapter Website has finally been updated!!!  Please 
take an opportunity to visit the site at www.asse-ec.org and provide 
comments regarding both content and appearance to Phil Lewis at 
lewisp@ecu.edu.  We want the site to meet the needs and expectations 
of our members so your honest feedback is very important to us.  
Please monitor the site for information regarding upcoming meetings 
and important events.  A listing of Chapter Officers is posted on the site 
as well as a copy of the current bylaws.  Past issues of the Chapter 
Newsletter are also available on the site for review.  Please let us know 
how we can continue to improve the services we provide the 
membership.  We look forward to continued success. 

 

Treasurer’s Treasurer’s Treasurer’s Treasurer’s 

ReportReportReportReport    
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Attribution: U.S. Department of Labor OSHA Fact Sheet – For additional information go to www.osha.gov. 
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               Registration is now open!  Make your arrangements NOW! 

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1155  ––  1199,,  22000088  
KKiinnggssttoonn  PPllaannttaattiioonn  

MMyyrrttllee  BBeeaacchh,,  SSoouutthh  CCaarroolliinnaa  
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Members who wish to attend the web-based meeting must RSVP via email to 
Mike Behm at behmm@ecu.edu by Friday September 19 at 12:00 noon.  The ECU 
Distance Learning group will register you with the ECU Centra system and will 
provide you with a username, password, and instructions.  If you registered for 
last year’s meeting with Commissioner Berry, you will use the same username 
and password. Let Dr. Behm know if you forgot yours.  Even if you registered 
for last years’ meeting, he will still need an email from you saying you want to 
be registered for this meeting event.        

        
DDiinnnneerr  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll  hhaavvee  aa  ssoocciiaall  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  aatt  66::3300  pp..mm..  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddiinnnneerr//mmeeeettiinngg  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  aatt  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  77::0000  pp..mm.. 

LLuunncchh  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiillll  bbeeggiinn  aatt  1111::0000  aa..mm..    RReemmiinnddeerrss  wwiillll  bbee  ee--mmaaiilleedd  ttoo  mmeemmbbeerrss  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  22  wweeeekkss  pprriioorr  ttoo  eeaacchh 

mmeeeettiinngg  ccoonnffiirrmmiinngg  mmeeeettiinngg  ttiimmee,,  llooccaattiioonn  aanndd  ttooppiicc..    PPlleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  aannyy  ooffffiicceerr  ffoorr  aaddddiittiioonnaall  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn..    


